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Abstract

As one studies details in depth, one finds that religion as a whole does not
teach cynic attitudes towards worldly life. However, it does teach its
followers not to become the worshiper of the world around. A universal
teaching, which is common in all religions is preaching of charity and
alms; giving away to other less fortunes in the society. All religions
demand followers to remain humane and beneficent to others, in all
circumstances. Ethics that molds human mind to help and serve others,
seems to be the pivotal in all basic teachings of religion. Unfortunately,
the religious teachings have been considered to focus on morality of life-
hereafter only. The following study will explore the teachings of major
world religions that promote welfare, happiness, comfort, prosperity of a
society, through its socio-economic ethics. It also contains analytical
research along with its socio-economic impacts on society regarding
practical enforcement of teachings related to charity and alms adduced in
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism,
Zoroastrianism, Confucianism and Taoism respectively.

Keywords:  Charity, Service to humanity, Sharing sources, Economic
welfare
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% Deuteronomy 26: 12
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At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine
increase the same year, and shalt lay it up within thy gates: And the
Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates,
shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the LORD thy God may
bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest.®
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34 Frankel, Lee K. ‘‘Jewish Charities.”” The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science 21 (1903). Pagr-389, URL.:
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1010292
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78



e B S el
b FIE TPt e L S P e U e KBS ur?f 2
S e LS S mootee P 0E e P SRS Lt
Lu’m‘LCL(‘; oy rw&yduqiwuﬁw‘cgé@jfﬁ_%f ol ST
F P U ebuo e O LS ad S bt p§E S B 5
O Jesuts” Lgl).’/gﬁ'ﬂdﬂl‘adc’ b

sz st S G r Ut o T 15T i 6 a3
el Seld e LU o KU Ut o uu-‘g&fJﬁ“ S Stz
Vsl o & Ll S 1607 ot sl (5 8 Ku‘fbab'nfjua
btk S U

S5 7 W nZ S phymrsd p £ B a0 e ol
Sl By 5 P St ud S s KT Wl F L 266U S ¥
:,m(ﬁw/'l(uc,z,)u{t,ﬁ.,l,@fu:f;;fgﬁ..fﬁmu/ut?w.:;;b»dhf
U ot i

J)’/'Ma/)/é‘—’/ﬁ@-fd}ﬁ»;‘?'d/zgfu"/“ufdﬂio'/fﬁﬁﬂuﬁ'a'/?
b3 e A e § o st et} 25 S St
PSP P IS e\ AB i o\T e P e T
SE S =1 AL AU TN PP olof i st b VB 7 1 f
Ny S A SRR TN PR TS VTR RPN {111 U SA
e G A NG G F

% Deuteronomy 15: 1-3
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And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto
thee; thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant.**
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: 31> £ (Crawford Howell: 1836-1919) k231 M0 2 a1 el i T

The Jewish moral code of the fifth century B. c.---Within the limits of the
nation it recognized not only the administrative duties of honesty and
justice but also the gentler virtues of kindness and love to the poor and
distressed and to all one's brethren.*®
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* Leviticus 25: 39
** Crawford Howell, Judaism and Christianity, (Boston: Little Brown and Company
1890), 292.
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*! Talmud, Ma'aser Sheni, Chapter 2, Mishnah 1
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Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint
and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law,
judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave
the other undone.*
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When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy
brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid
thee again, and a recompence be made thee. But when thou makest a feast,
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: And thou shalt be blessed;
for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the
resurrection of the just.”®
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: b+ £ (Hugh Black: 1868-1953) k{2 & §
We think this applies only to the very wealthy! Not at all. It is the

Christian doctrine of all possessions. Whether we will or no we are all
living in a fellowship of giving and receiving.®
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% Hugh Black, According to my Gospel, (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company,
1913), 173-174.
®! Matthew 6: 1-4
%2 Matthew 22: 21
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The Folly of the Cross teaches us to sow earthly goods in order to reap

those that are heavenly. For this reason we should sow money, that is, die
to it ourselves by giving it to the poor.®’

% Mark 12: 43-44
64 2 Corinthians 9: 6-7
% |uke 12: 15-21
% Mark 14: 7
% Hugo, Applied Christianity, 184.
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™ The Vedas, Rig Veda, Book 10, Hymn 117, V 1-9
2 Rig Veda, Book 10, Hymn 117, V' 5
® Rig Veda, Book 10, Hymn 117, V 1
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Acts which are primarily religious in nature (yagn, hom, tap, hospitality
etc.), and are turned inwards, are called Isht. The rewards of such acts are
invisible in this life and will be enjoyed in paradise. Acts which are
primarily charitable in nature (construction of public utilities, ponds,
schools, rest houses, gardens, ann-kshetra, etc.) are called poort. The
benefits of poort are visible in this life, and include attainment of moksh.”
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" Sanjay Agarwal, Daan and other Giving Traditions in India, (New Dehli: Account Aid
2010), 22-23.
" The Puranas, Shiva Maha-Purana, Book 5: 5
’® Kautilya Chankya, Kautilya 's Arthashastra, trans. R. Shamasastry, Book 3, Chapter
10, (Bangalore: Government Press, 1915), 245.
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A man, who digs up wells and ponds for the benefit of people, acquires
great virtues. Planting trees, especially which gives fruits or flowers are
considered to give immeasurable virtues. Making donations of cow, land,
knowledge and such objects that can be weighed are considered.®

" Upanishad, Chandogya Upanishad, Ch 3, 9:1
"8 Shiva Maha-Purana, Book 5: 5
" Rig Veda, Book 10, Hymn 117, V 6
8 shiva Maha-Purana, Book 5: 5
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8 Chankya, Kautilya 's Arthashastra, Book 3, Chapter 20, 284.
82 Shiva Maha-Purana, Book 5: 5
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No friend is he who to his friend and comrade who comes imploring food,
will offer nothing. Let him depart-no home is that to rest in-, and rather
seek a stranger to support him.®
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Fearlessness, purity of heart, steadfastness in Yoga and knowledge, alms-

giving, control of the senses, sacrifice---these belong to one born in a
divine state.®®
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8 Rig Veda, Book 10, Hymn 117, V 4

8 Bhagvad Gita, Ch 17: 25

% Rig Veda, Book 6, Hymn 28, V 2

® Bhagvad Gita, Ch 16:1-3

8 Siri Guru Granth Sahib, Page 1101, Line 20
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There are five prayers and five times of day for prayer; the five have five
names. Let the first be truthfulness, the second honest living, and the third
charity in the Name of God. Let the fourth be good will to all, and the fifth
the praise of the Lord. Repeat the prayer of good deeds, and then, you may
call yourself a Muslim.%
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i~ The code of conduct and Conventionsg4ui‘f J

A Sikh's personal life should comprehend---meditation on Nam (Divine
Substance) and the scriptures, leading life according to the Gurus'
teachings and altruistic voluntary service.*
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