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The Impacts of Western Thoughts on Muslim Societies: An Analytical Study in the
Context of Islamic Teachings

Abstract

Islam is a complete code of life that guides all aspects of human existence. It defines true progress
not only in material terms but also through moral and spiritual development. This research paper
presents an analytical study of the impacts of Western thoughts on the Muslim societies in the light
of Islamic teachings. It highlights how the Scientific Revolution in 17th-century, Europe introduced
philosophical trends that prioritized empirical observation and rationalism while marginalizing
revelation, spirituality, and moral values. These intellectual developments led to materialism,
secularism, atheism, and evolutionary thoughts, which significantly influenced Western civilization
and later extended their effects to Muslim societies, especially during the colonial period. The study
examines how these thoughts created a spiritual and moral crisis by separating religion from social,
political, and educational life. As a result, concepts such as individualism, relativistic morality,
materialism, and family disintegration emerged the traditional Islamic worldview. The paper argues
that Islam encourages knowledge, research, and scientific inquiry. It maintains a balanced
integration of material and spiritual dimensions. It concludes that the revival of Muslim societies
depends on aligning modern knowledge with Islamic ethical and spiritual principles.

Keywords: Western Thoughts, Scientific Revolution, Rationalism, Muslim
Societies, Islamic Teachings.
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