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The Inductive Method in Islamic Jurisprudence and Its Applicationsinthe Rulings
of Acts of Worship: A Foundational Jurisprudential Study

Abstract

This study examines the inductive methodology in Islamic jurisprudence as an important
methodological tool for deriving legal rulings, through tracing particular juristic cases and
dispersed legaltexts to arrive at generalrules and comprehensive legal principles. It aims to
clarify the concept of induction as understood by scholars of legal theory and jurists, its
levels and types, and to highlight its position among the methods of juristic reasoning, the
extent of its authoritative value in formulating rulings, and its relationship with the
objectives of Islamic law and its general principles. This is achieved through a foundational
scholarly approach based on authoritative works of legal theory and jurisprudence. The
study also seeks to highlight the practical applications of the inductive method in the field
of worship,a domain characterized by the abundance of cases and the diversity of practical
forms, such as the rulings related to purification, prayer, almsgiving, fasting, and
pilgrimage. The researcher traces applied models in which jurists relied on induction to
establish rulings or to prefer certain opinions, demonstrating the impact of this method in
achieving juristic discipline, harmonizing legal texts, and resolving apparent contradictions
among them. The study concludes that the inductive method represents an authentic and
well-established approach in Islamic jurisprudence,and that it has played a clear role in the
formation of many juristic maxims and practical rulings related to acts of worship. It further
affirms that activating this method in contemporary juristic studies enhances the ability to
comprehend legal texts in a holistic manner, helps realize the objectives of Islamic law, and
enables engagement with emerging issues within a disciplined scholarly framework that
adheres to the principles of legal reasoning and the rules of Ijtihad. The study also
highlights the methodological controls that must be observed when employing induction in
jurisprudence, so that it does not lead to unrestrained generalization or conclusions that
contradict definitive texts or scholarly consensus. It emphasizes the necessity of integrating
induction with other methods of legal reasoning, such as textual evidence, analogical
reasoning, and legal presumption. Moreover, it stresses that sound induction can only be
achieved through comprehensive and precise examination of cases, while considering
differing contexts and circumstances, making this method an effective tool for guiding
juristic reasoning and ensuring sound outcomes, especially in the field of acts of worship,
which is characterized by textual adherence and precision in legal inference.
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Extended Summary:
1- Research Background and Objectives:

Islamic jurisprudence (figh) has historically relied on a variety of
methodological approaches to derive legal rulings from the primary sources of Islamic
law. Among these approaches, the inductive method (al-manhaj al-istiqra’7) occupies a
significant yet often under-articulated position. Rather than deriving rulings from isolated
textual evidence, induction operates through the systematic examination of numerous
particular cases and dispersed legal texts in order to arrive at comprehensive principles,
general rules, and juristic maxims that reflect the overall intent of the Shari‘ah. Despite
its widespread practical use by jurists across different schools of law, the inductive
method has not always been treated as an independent methodological framework in
foundational jurisprudential studies. This gap is particularly evident in the field of acts of
worship (‘ibadat), which is characterized by an abundance of detailed rulings, a diversity
of practical scenarios, and a strong attachment to textual evidence. This study aims to
address this gap by providing a foundational jurisprudential analysis of the inductive
method in Islamic law, clarifying its conceptual basis, types, and authoritative value, and
examining its practical applications in the rulings of acts of worship. The research seeks
to demonstrate that induction is not a marginal or auxiliary tool, but rather an authentic
and well-established method that has significantly contributed to juristic reasoning,
coherence, and legal discipline.

2-  Methodol ogy:

The study adopts a foundational and analytical methodology rooted in the
classical sources of Islamic legal theory (ustl al-figh) and jurisprudence (figh). It relies
on an inductive and analytical reading of authoritative works by jurists and legal theorists
from various schools, tracing how inductive reasoning was employed in deriving rulings
and formulating general principles.

The research proceeds by:

I Analyzing the conceptualization of induction as presented in usal al-figh
literature, including its definitions, levels, and classifications.

Il Examining the relationship between induction and other juristic methods such as
textual inference (dalalat al-nusiis), analogical reasoning (qiyas), and legal
maxims (qawa‘id fighiyyah).

1. Investigating applied juristic models in the domain of acts of worship—such as
purification, prayer, almsgiving, fasting, and pilgrimage—where jurists
employed inductive reasoning to establish rulings or prefer certain legal
opinions.

(AVA Evaluating the methodological controls governing the use of induction to ensure
its soundness and conformity with definitive texts and scholarly consensus.

3- Key Arguments and Findings:

The study argues that induction constitutes an essential methodological
foundation in Islamic jurisprudence, even when it is not explicitly labeled as such by
jurists. Many well-known juristic maxims and comprehensive rulings are, in fact, the
product of systematic inductive reasoning based on the observation of numerous legal
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particulars. One of the key findings is that induction plays a vital role in achieving
coherence among dispersed legal texts and in resolving apparent contradictions between
them. By examining a wide range of evidence and cases, jurists were able to identify
overarching principles that reflect the objectives and spirit of Islamic law, particularly in
the field of worship. The research also demonstrates that acts of worship provide a fertile
ground for inductive reasoning due to the multiplicity of textual evidence and practical
forms. Through induction, jurists derived general rulings governing issues such as
hardship and ease, continuity and interruption, intention, and ritual validity, while
remaining faithful to the textual foundations of Shari'ah. Another important finding is
that induction is closely connected to the objectives of Islamic law (maqasid al-Shari‘ah).
Sound inductive reasoning enables jurists to move beyond fragmented readings of texts
and toward a holistic understanding that safeguards consistency, legal balance, and the
realization of divine intent.

4- Conclusion and Contribution to the Field:

The study concludes that the inductive method is an authentic, deeply rooted,
and indispensable approach in Islamic jurisprudence. Its role in shaping juristic
reasoning, formulating legal maxims, and establishing practical rulings—especially in
acts of worship—is both evident and significant. By systematizing the discussion of
induction and highlighting its methodological controls, this research contributes to
strengthening contemporary juristic studies and safeguarding them from unrestrained
generalization or conclusions that conflict with definitive texts or established consensus.
The study emphasizes that induction must be integrated with other juristic methods, such
as textual evidence and analogical reasoning, within a disciplined framework of ijtihad.
Ultimately, this research offers a renewed methodological perspective that enhances the
holistic understanding of Shari‘ah texts, supports the realization of their objectives, and
equips jurists and researchers to engage effectively with contemporary issues while
remaining firmly grounded in the principles of Islamic legal theory.
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