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Abstract 

This study offers a critical exploration of how Islamic identity in Pakistan is shaped by 

cultural and social factors. Through an exploratory document analysis of six pivotal 

documents, the research delves into how cultural and traditional practices, often 

misperceived as Islamic, influence the lived experiences of religious identity in the country. 

It reveals a gap between the idealized notion of Islam and its real-world application, 

demonstrating how cultural practices such as Sufism, the reverence for saints, and the 

celebration of different cultural events significantly impact religious identity. These cultural 

traditions, despite sometimes being criticized for diverging from fundamental Islamic 

principles, play a crucial role in shaping the Islamic identity in Pakistan. By examining 

recurring patterns and themes across the documents, this study offers an in-depth 

understanding of how local customs, historical contexts, and societal factors contribute to 

the construction and negotiation of religious identity. The findings highlight the importance 

of adopting a contextualized view of Islam in Pakistan, considering the cultural and 

historical influences on religious practices. The research concludes by suggesting avenues 

for future studies, including the incorporation of a wider range of sources and a focus on 

contemporary developments in religious identity, to provide a more comprehensive analysis 

of Islamic identity formation in Pakistan. 

Keywords: Idealized, Sufism, Reverence for Saints, Cultural Events, Societal 

Custom. 

Introduction: 

In Pakistani society, religion profoundly influences both individual and  

communal identities. However, a closer look reveals a complex mix of cultural and 

traditional beliefs, often seen as Islamic, that diverge significantly from the core tenets of 

the faith. This situation gives rise to critical questions about how religious  identity is 

formed in Pakistan and the impact of cultural and historical elements on the development 

of Islamic practices in the region. The prevalence of these supposedly Islamic beliefs and 

practices creates a divide between the idealized perception of Islam and its practical 

application in Pakistan. This discrepancy has considerable effects on the nation's social, 

political, and cultural environment. Despite the importance of this issue, there is limited 

scholarly research that critically analyzes the cultural shaping of religious identity in 

Pakistan. This study aims to address this gap by conducting a critical analysis of the 

cultural formation of religious identity in Pakistan. By investigating the complex 

relationships between cultural, historical, and social factors, this research seeks to offer a 

detailed understanding of how Islamic identity is constructed and negotiated in Pakistan. 
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The cu ltu ral fo rmat ion of relig ious identity in  Pakis tan  is  a complex and  

mult ifaceted  phenomenon  s haped  by  various  h is to rical, cu ltu ral, and  s ocial 

in fluences . Exis t ing  s cho larly  work has  exp lored  how Is lamic iden t ity  is  

cons tructed and negot iated  in  Pakis tan , emphas izing  the conflict  between  the 

idealized  v iew of Is lam and  it s  lived  reality  in  the reg ion . For example, Jamal 

Malik's  s tudy  on the evolu t ion  o f Is lamic thought  in  South  As ia demons t rates  

how local cu ltu ral and  h is to rical con texts  have s haped  the g rowth  of Is lamic 

t rad it ions .
1
 Similarly , Muhammad Qas im Zaman 's  res earch  on  the Ulama in  

con temporary  Pakis tan  s hows  how Pakis tan i Is lamic s cho lars  nav igate the 

in t ricate in teract ion  between  Is lamic t rad it ion  and  local cu ltu ral s tandards .
2
 

The exis t ing  literatu re als o  unders cores  the importance o f s o cial and  

cu ltu ral p ractices in  s haping Is lamic ident ity in  Pakis tan. Katherine Prat t Ewing 's 

ethnographic s tudy  of Pakis tan i Mus lims  in  the United  States  illus t rates  how 

cu ltu ral and social p ractices, such as celebrat ing Eid  and  observing Ramadan, are 

v ita l in  constructing Islamic iden tity .
3
 Likewis e, Naveeda Khan 's research on  the 

cu ltu ral polit ics o f Is lam in  Pakis tan h ighlights how s ocial and cu ltural p ractices , 

includ ing  the venerat ion  o f Sufi s ain ts  and  the obs ervance o f local cus toms , 

in fluence the co untry 's  Is lamic iden t ity .
4
 Des p ite thes e s ign ifican t  s ocial and  

cu ltu ral p ract ices , many  non -Is lamic p ract ices  are perceived  as  Is lamic in  

Pakis tan. For example, the venerat ion o f Sufi s aints and observance o f Urs  (death 

ann iversaries) are common pract ices  o ften  regarded  as  Is lamic, yet  they  have 

been  crit icized  fo r s t ray ing  from core Is lamic teach ings .
5
 Similarly , the 

celebration o f Milad  Sharif is  o ften s een as an Is lamic t radition, despite it s  roo ts  

in  p re-Is lamic cu ltu ral p ract ices .
6
 

Another instance is  the distribution of langar (food) at shrines and 

mosques, often considered an Islamic tradition. However, this practice originates in 

pre-Islamic customs and has been criticized for fostering a culture of dependency.
7
 

The recitation of Quranic verses and offering of Fatiha (prayers) at social 

gatherings are also often viewed as Islamic traditions, but they have been criticized 

for reducing Quranic teachings to mere rituals rather than sources of spiritual 

                                                                 
1 Jamal Malik, Islam in South Asia: A Short History (Leiden: Brill, 2008). 
2 Muhammad Qasim Zaman, The Ulama in Contemporary Islam: Custodians of Change 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002). 
3 Katherine Pratt Ewing, Stirring the Pot of Muslim Identity: An Ethnographic Study (University of 
Chicago Press, 2010). 
4 Naveeda Khan, The Cultural Politics of Islam: Pakistan, Identity, and Power (London: 

Routledge, 2016). 
5 Ali Asani, The Veneration of Saints: A Historical Perspective 
6 Khan, The Cultural Politics of Islam: Pakistan, Identity, and Power, 28. 
7 Malik, Islam in South Asia, 93. 
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guidance.
8
 These examples demonstrate how non-Islamic practices have become 

integrated into Pakistani society and are often perceived as Islamic. These 

instances serve to illustrate points, but this study is not focused on examining these 

particular practices or beliefs themselves. Instead, it aims to explore the 

mechanisms through which traditional and cultural constructs shape these 

practices. The emphasis is on revealing how these constructs influence perceptions 

rather than analyzing specific traditions or beliefs. Sufism, with its focus on inward 

reflection and spiritual connection with God, exemplifies how cultural actions can 

evolve into religious practices, deeply embraced by people and influencing their 

religious perspectives and personal relationships with Islam.
1
 

By analyzing the complex interaction of cultural, historical, and social 

elements, this research seeks to provide a nuanced understanding of how Islamic 

identity is constructed and negotiated in Pakistan. This study seeks to contribute to 

a more profound understanding of the cultural shaping of religious identity in 

Pakistan and to emphasize the need for a more context-aware and nuanced 

understanding of Islam in the region. 

Methodology: 

Research employs document analysis as a qualitative method to explore 

how cultural, historical, and social influences shape Islamic identity in Pakistan. 

Document analysis entails reviewing written materials to uncover patterns and 

themes that illuminate the construction of religious identity. By scrutinizing key 

texts related to Islamic thought, religious practices, and cultural politics, the 

research aims to gain insights into the cultural shaping of Islamic identity in 

Pakistan. 

Data Col lection: 

The analysis focuses on six selected documents that present various 

perspectives on Islamic identity in Pakistan. These documents encompass 

foundational Islamic texts, historical accounts, ethnographic studies, and 

contemporary evaluations.  

1. Maududi, Sayyid Abul Ala. Towards Understanding Islam.
9
 Sayyid Abul Ala 

Maududi, a prominent Islamic scholar and activist, presents a comprehensive 

introduction to Islam, its principles, and its practices. This influential work has 

shaped Islamic education in Pakistan. 

                                                                 
8 Zaman, The Ulama in Contemporary Islam, 55. 
9 Sayyid Abul Ala Maududi. Towards Understanding Islam translated by Dr. Abdul Ghani, 
(Lahore: Kashmir Bazar, 1940). 
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2. Qureshi, Ishtiaq Husain. The Muslim Community of the Indo-Pakistan 

Subcontinent.
10

  Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi, a renowned Pakistani historian, explores 

the history and development of the Muslim community in the Indo -Pakistan 

subcontinent, providing valuable insights into the region's cultural and religious 

identity. 

3. Parvez, Ghulam Ahmad. Islam: A Challenge to Religion.
11

 Ghulam Ahmad 

Parvez, a Pakistani Islamic scholar and modernist thinker, offers a rational 

interpretation of Islam, emphasizing the importance of science, reason, and 

intellectual inquiry in understanding the faith. 

4. Hussain, Adeel. Revenge, Politics and Blasphemy in Pakistan.
12

 Adeel Hussain, 

a Pakistani scholar, examines the complex relationships between politics, religion, 

and blasphemy laws in Pakistan, shedding light on the country's societal attitudes 

and cultural identity. 

5. Rieck, Andreas. The Shias of Pakistan: An Assertive and Beleaguered 

Minority.
13

 Andreas Rieck, a German scholar, conducts an in-depth study of the 

Shia Muslim community in Pakistan, providing a nuanced understanding of their 

history, cultural practices, and social dynamics. 

6. Tahir, Tayyaba Batool. Elite Pakistani Men of Today: Negotiating Islam, 

Modernization and Culture.
14

 Tayyaba Batool Tahir, a Pakistani scholar, explores 

the complex negotiations of Islam, modernization, and culture among elite 

Pakistani men, offering insights into the country's ongoing debates about identity, 

faith, and modernity. 

Data Analys is  Approach: 

The s elected documents  were analyzed  to  iden t ify  pat terns  and  themes  

regard ing  how Is lamic iden t ity  is  in fluenced  by  various  facto rs :  

 Cultural p ract ices  and  their impact  on  Is lamic iden t ity .  

 Dis crepancies  between  idealized  Is lam and  it s  p ract ical app licat ion  in  

Pakis tan . 

 The in fluence o f s tate po licies  on  s hap ing  relig ious  iden t ity .  

                                                                 
10 Qureshi, Ishtiaq Husain Qureshi, The Muslim community of the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent, 

(Lahore: University Press, 1962). 
11 Ghulam Ahmad Parvez, Islam: A challenge to religion, (Lahore: Idara-e-Tulu-e-Islam, 1968). 
12 Adeel Hussain, Revenge, politics and blasphemy in Pakistan, (Oxford: University Press, 2022). 
13 Andeas Rieck, The Shias of Pakistan: An Assertive and Beleaguered Minority, (London: Hurst 

Publishers, 2015). 
14 Tayyaba Batool Tahir, Elite Pakistani Men of Today: Negotiating Islam, Modernization and 
Culture, Ph.D dissertation, (New Zealand: The University of Auckland, 2015). 
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 Sectarian  dynamics  and  minority  is s ues  with in  the b roader Is lamic 

framework. 

 Venerat ion  o f Sufi Sain ts  

Identi fying  Key Patterns  and Themes : 

Cultural  Practices: Key pract ices s uch as the venerat ion  o f Sufi s ain ts , 

celebration o f Milad  Sharif, and  obs ervance o f relig ious  ho lidays  emerged  as  

s ign ificant in fluences on Is lamic ide nt ity, desp ite s ome crit icisms  regarding  their 

alignment  with  core Is lamic teach ings .  

S tate and Pol i tical  Influence: The s tate p lays a crucial ro le in  defin ing  

Is lamic iden t ity through leg islat ion s uch as b lasphemy laws .
15

 Addit ionally, pan -

Is lamis m s ign ificantly  impacts Pakistan's nat ional ident ity  and  fo reign  po licy .
16

 

Orthodoxy vs  Lived Is lam:  W hile Mawdudi
17

 p res en ts  a rig id  v iew of 

Is lam as  doctrinally  absolu te, texts like Parvez’s illus trate how pract ices adapt to  

local con texts  in  Pakis tan , creat ing  a t ens ion  between  idealized  Is lam and  it s  

cu ltu ral expres s ions .
18

 

Relig ious Minorities and S ectarian Identi ty:  The documents  h igh ligh t  

the marg inalizat ion  faced  by  relig ious  minorit ies  (e.g ., Sh ia Mus lims  and  

Chris t ians ) with in  the dominan t  Sunni framework and  the challenges  they  

encounter while defin ing  their iden t it ies .
19

 

S ufis m’s  Cultural  Influence:  Sufis m is  p ivo tal in  s hap ing  relig ious  

p ract ices; it s  in tegration in to local cu ltu re is  bo th  celebrated  fo r it s  inclus iv ity  

and  crit iqued by orthodox fact ions. In  Islam, v is iting s hrines has sparked  a g reat  

deal o f con troversy, and a particu lar s ect  o f Is lam (i.e ., W ahhabis m) cons iders  

v is it ing  s hrines  as  s h irk.
20

 

Analys is  and Res ults : 

The analysis o f the documents revealed s everal key  patterns  and  themes  

that  s ign ifican t ly  con tribu te to  the cons t ruct ion  and  negot iat ion  o f Is lamic 

iden t ity in  Pakis tan . These findings illust rate the in t ricate in terp lay  o f cu ltu ral, 

po lit ical, and  h is to rical facto rs  that  s hape bo th  the idealized  and  lived  

experiences  o f Is lam in  the co untry . 

Cultural  Practices  and Their Role in Is lamic Identi ty : 

                                                                 
15 Rieck, The Shias of Pakistan, 25. 
16 Hussain, Revenge, politics and blasphemy in Pakistan, 76. 
17 Maududi, Towards Understanding Islam 184. 
18 Parvez, Islam, 140. 
19 Hussain, Revenge, politics and blasphemy in Pakistan, 193. 
20 Tahir, Elite Pakistani Men of Today, 205. 
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A  prominen t  theme that  emerged  from the document  analys is  is  the 

importance o f cu ltu ral p ract ices  in  s hap ing  Is lamic iden t ity  with in  Pakis tan . 

Thes e p ract ices o ften  in tertwine t rad itional, p re -Is lamic cus toms  with  relig ious  

obs ervances, result ing in  a un ique in terpretation o f Is lam that  may  d iverge from 

orthodox v iews . 

Veneration of S ufi  S aints:  The works o f Rieck
21

 and  Hussain
22

 h ighlight 

the s ignificant ro le o f Sufism in  Pakis tan’s relig ious  land s cape. Sufi t rad it ions , 

s uch  as  honoring  s ain ts  and  celebrat ing  their death  ann ivers aries  (Urs ), are 

deep ly  ingrained  in  the cu ltu ral and  relig ious  iden t ity  o f Pakis tan . Des p ite 

crit icis ms  regarding their alignment with  core Islamic p rincip les, these p ract ices  

are v ital to  the lived  experience o f Is lam in  Pakis tan , s howcas ing  the tens ion  

between  doct rinal purity  and  local cus toms .  

Cultural  cum Rel ig ious Fes tivals : The observance o f cu ltu ral fes t ivals  

was  frequen tly ident ified  as expressions o f Islamic devot ion , even  though  their 

o rig ins  may  no t st rictly  adhere to Islamic t radit ion .
23

 These celebrations are v ital 

cu ltu ral markers  fo r the Pakis tani Muslim community , help ing to  st rengthen  their 

s hared  iden t ity . 

Orthodoxy vs . Lived Is lam: Tens ion and Negotiation:  Another notable 

theme found in  the analysis is  the conflict  between  orthodox Is lam, as  des cribed  

in  foundational texts such as Mawdudi’s Towards Understanding  Islam , and  the 

p ract ical experience o f Is lam in  Pakis tan .  

Doctrinal  Is lam:  Mawdudi 
24

and Qureshi 
25

art iculate a vers ion  o f Is lam 

that  s tresses s t rict  adherence to  relig ious  texts , h igh ligh t ing  o rthodoxy  and  a 

d is t inct  d ifference between Islamic and non-Islamic p ractices. Mawdudi’s impact  

on  Is lamic educat ion  in  Pakis tan  has  p romoted  a cons is ten t  in ter pretat ion  o f 

Is lam as  an  all-encompas s ing  po lit ical and  s ocial framework. However, th is  

doct rinal s tance o ften  clas hes  with  the day -to -day  realit ies  that  ind iv iduals  

encounter in  their lives .  

Lived Is lam: In  con trast, works by  Tah ir
26

 and  Rieck
27

 illus t rate thos e 

everyday pract ices  among Mus lims  in  Pakis tan —s panning  local cus toms  and  

s ocial even ts—exhib it a  more adaptable and negot iated  unders tand ing  of Is lam. 

                                                                 
21 Rieck, The Shias of Pakistan, 44. 
22 Hussain, Revenge, politics and blasphemy in Pakistan, 103. 
23 Parvez, Islam, 122 
24 Maududi, Towards Understanding Islam, 86. 
25 Qureshi, The Muslim community of the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent, 62. 
26 Tahir, “Elite”,  118. 
27 Rieck, The Shias of Pakistan, 206. 
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W hile these activ ities are in fluenced by Is lamic teach ings, they often b lend  local 

t rad it ions  that  may  d iverge from orthodox v iews .  

The Role of the S tate and Pol i tics  in Is lamic Identi ty: The po lit ical 

d imens ions  s urrounding  Is lamic iden t ity  in  Pakis tan  emerged  as  ano ther 

p rominen t  theme during  document  analys is . The s tate 's  ro le in  regu lat ing  

relig ious p ract ices and enforcing laws  significant ly affects  how Is lamic iden t ity  

is  fo rmed . 

Blas phemy Laws :  Hus s ain
28

 and  Tah ir’s
29

 examinat ion  o f b las phemy 

leg is lat ion demonstrates how government  po licies  s hape pub lic percep t ions  o f 

what  is  considered  “Is lamic” while p romot ing  a part icu lar narrat ive regard ing  

relig ious ident ity. These laws have created an  env ironment  in  which  dev iat ions  

from s tate-endors ed  relig ious  p ract ices  can  be s een  as  b las phemous  or un -

Is lamic. 

Pan-Is lamis m and National  Identi ty:  Tah ir’s  research unders cores  the 

in fluence o f pan-Islamism on  Pakis tan’s national ident ity  and  it s  fo reign  po licy  

cho ices.
30

 The government’s effo rts to p resent Pakis tan  as a leader in  the Mus lim 

world , es pecially  th rough  it s  co llaborat ion  with  the Organ izat ion  o f Is lami c 

Cooperat ion  (OIC), Pan -Is lamis m have fu rther s haped  the nat ional Is lamic 

iden t ity . 

S ectarian and Minority Identi ties  The documents  als o  reveal the 

experiences  o f relig ious  minorit ies  and  s ectarian  g roups  with in  the b roader 

Is lamic con text . Th is facet o f identity fo rmation is  marked  by bo th inclusion  and  

exclus ion . 

S ectarian Identi ty:  Rieck’s  ethnograph ic res earch  reveals  un ique 

p ract ices  among Shia Mus lims  that  help  define their iden t ity  amid  a 

p redominantly  Sunni s et t ing .
31

 Sh ia Mus lims  expres s  their relig ious  iden t it ies  

th rough  d is t inct ive rituals  s uch  as  As hura commemorat ions ;  however, th is  

s ectarian d iv ision o ften results in  their marg inalizat ion  within  wider narratives o f 

Is lamic iden t ity . 

Relig ious Minorities:  Quresh i’s  work on  relig ious  minorit ies , s uch  as  

Hindus  and Chris tians, h ighlights how these g roups work to  affirm their identities 

with in  an  Is lamic s tate.
32

 A lthough  there are cons t itu t ional p ro tect ions  fo r 

relig ious  freedom, thes e minorit ies  frequen t ly  encounter d is criminat ion  that  

                                                                 
28 Hussain, Revenge, politics and blasphemy in Pakistan, 88. 
29 Tahir, “Elite,” 175. 
30 Ibid, 176. 
31 Rieck, The Shias of Pakistan, 64. 
32 Qureshi, The Muslim community of the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent, 114. 
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complicates t heir s ense o f belong ing  with in  an  Is lamic framework. The tens ion  

between majority  Muslim practices and minority experiences  b rings  to  ligh t  the 

complexit ies  o f relig ious  iden t ity  fo rmat ion  in  Pakis tan .  

The Influence of S ufis m on Is lamic Identi ty Las t ly , Su fis m p lays  a 

crucial ro le in  cu ltu ral p ract ices  that  s hape Is lamic iden t ity  in  Pakis tan . It s  

mys t ical as pects  con tras t  with  the more o rthodox expres s ions  commonly  

as s ociated  with  mains t ream Is lam.  

S ufi  Influence : The impact  o f Sufis m is  part icu larly  ev iden t  th rough  

pract ices s uch  as saint veneration, mus ical expres s ions  during  wors h ip , and  an  

emphas is on personal s piritual experiences.
33

 Thes e cu ltu rally  roo ted  p ract ices  

p lay  a cen t ral ro le in  defining  many  ind iv iduals ' relig ious  iden t it ies ;  however, 

Sufis m's  alignment  with  o rthodox beliefs  remains  con tes ted  due to  perceived  

dev iat ions  from es tab lis hed  norms .  

The analys is  reveals  that  Is lamic iden t ity  in  Pakis tan  is  s haped  by  a 

complex in terp lay  o f cu ltu ral, h is to rical, po lit ical, and  s ocial facto rs . The 

cons truct ion o f relig ious identity  is in fluenced by  bo th  o rthodox relig ious  texts  

and  local customs . A  notable theme is  the tension between the idealized  v ision  o f 

Is lam and  the lived  experiences  o f it s  p ract it ioners  in  Pakis tan . Foundat ional 

texts , s uch as th ose writ ten by  Mawdudi
34

, advocate fo r a un ifo rm in terpretat ion  

o f Is lam, bu t  daily  relig ious  life incorporates  local cus toms  and  h is to rical 

in fluences , res u lt ing  in  a un ique fo rm of Pakis tan i Is lam.
35

  

The s tate 's  invo lvement  with  it s  cit izens  has  a g reat  impact  on  the 

fo rmat ion  of their relig ious  iden t it ies . The adopt ion  o f s pecific norms  like 

b las phemy laws  and pan -Islamis m, take d ifferent express ions  o f Is lam and  faith  

and  rein force a part icu lar conception o f Is lam, as  noted by  scholars like Parvez.
36

 

Th is  s pecific fact  als o  adds  to  the in ter -s ectarian  p rob lems  and  tens ions , 

alongs ide is s ues  faced  by  relig ious  minorit ies .
37

 The impact  Sufis m has  on  

cu ltu ral p ractices which fo rms  part  o f Islamic ident ity is  very  importan t . Sufis m 

is  more mys t ical than  orthodox expres sions o f Is lam. The practice o f worshipping 

s ain ts and s ing ing faith-focused s ongs is  and will always  be part o f the relig ious  

iden t ity  o f many  people.
38

 The documents  als o  illuminate the is s ues  o f all 

s ectarian  and  relig ious  minorit ies  from the geo s t rateg ic s cope of Is lam. Sh ia 

Mus lims  are posit ioned in  a mos t ly  Sunni s ociety  and  cons t ruct  their iden t ity  

                                                                 
33 Hussain, Revenge, politics and blasphemy in Pakistan, 152. 
34 Maududi, Towards Understanding Islam, 7. 
35 Hussain, Revenge, politics and blasphemy in Pakistan, 150. 
36 Parvez, Islam, 120. 
37 Tahir, “Elite,” 65. 
38 Ibid, 68. 
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th rough d ist inct  Ashura commemorat ions .
39

 Th is  o ften  leads  to  exclus ion  from 

mos t  narrat ives  o f Is lamic iden t ity  becaus e o f s ectarian  d iv ides . Some o ther 

relig ious  minorit ies  like Hindus  and  Chris t ians  face the challenge o f 

cons olidating their identity  in  an  Islamic s tate. These g roups are p rotected by the 

cons titu tion and d iscrimination  is p rohibited, bu t they also face s evere s cru t iny .  

Conclus ion: 

This  s tudy contributes to  the understanding of the construction o f Islamic 

iden t ity in  Pakis tan  as a mult i-faceted p rocess involv ing in t ricate and in terrelated 

s ocio -cultural, polit ical, and  h istorical facto rs. Is lam as faith s ystem and ideology 

on  the one hand, and s tate po licies on the o ther, both  p rovide frameworks  with in  

which  relig ion  is  p ract iced . However, the everyday  pract ice o f relig ion  in  

Pakis tan is  much  more complicated. The Is lam that  has  developed  in  the reg ion  

pos sesses unique characteristics because o f local p ract ices , h is to rical cus toms , 

and  po lit ical facto rs . There is  a no tab le gap  between  the p ract ice o f Is lam as  

taught  and as it  is  celebrated , s uch as Milad Sharif, venerat ion o f Sufi s aints, and  

commemorat ive observances o f h istorical mile s tones . A ll thes e elements  which  

fo rm part  o f Is lam in  Pakis tan  do  no t  t rad it ionally  fo rm a decis ive featu re o f 

Is lam. Drawing  from ethnographic material, th is  res earch  examines  the 

cons truct ion o f relig ious identity  in  the light  o f cu ltu ral p ract ices  and  the lived  

realit ies  o f people. Islam as  identity  has to g reat  exten t  been  determined  by  the 

s tate, especially  through  legislation s uch  as  b las phemy laws  and  pus h  fo r pan -

Is lamis m. The implicat ions o f th is fo r the understanding and  pract ice o f Is lam in  

Pakis tan are considerable, fu rther fueling s ectarian  v io lence and  increas ing  the 

vu lnerab ility  o f relig ious  minorit ies .  

Due to  the sociocultural factors such as relig ious d iversity and  s ectarian  

d ivers ity in  Pakis tan, it  is  crucial to exp lore Is lamic iden tity as a concep t  that  is  

con textual and  dynamic. Th is study  unders tands  the cons t ruct ion  o f relig ious  

iden t ity in  Is lam th rough  the lens o f identity fo rmation s t rugg les  in  Pakis tan —a 

nat ion  where relig ion , cu ltu re, po lit ics , and  h is to ry  converge to  fo rm a 

d is t inct ive, evolving Is lamic iden t ity . Cons idering  the mult itude o f Pakis tan’s  

cu ltu ral, h istorical, po lit ical, and  social in fluences, this research aims  to  p rov ide 

a comprehens ive framework of Is lamic iden t ity  fo rmulat ion , s howing  the 

neces s ity  o f con text  in  relig ious  iden t ity  fo rmat ion .  

Limitations  and Recommendations  for Further Res earch : 

The s cope and  conclus ions  o f the s tudy  are impacted  by  limitat ions . 

Firs t , the relig ious  p ract ices  o f Pakis tan  were s tud ied  us ing  a d iachron ic 

approach, with  them undergoing evolu tion over t ime, adding more complexity  to  

the iden tity dynamic. Moreover, the p rimary focus o f the research was s upporting  
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s cho larly  work, cons t ru ing  pers onal s to ries  o r con temporary  s h ift s  regard ing  

relig ion  iden tity  as peripheral, thereby s ubvert ing the narrative. The lack o f focus 

on  a s pecific area o r g roup  fu rther limits  the po ten t ial o f unders tand ing  the 

dynamics o f Is lamic iden t ity  as  it  exis ts  in  d ifferen t  communit ies  o f Pakis tan . 

Las t ly , the ambiguity o f Document  Analysis as a technique lea ves open  an  array  

o f in terpretive options  which  tend  to  erode the boundaries  between  ob ject ive 

ans wers  and  s ub ject ive op in ions .  

To  overcome these limitat ions, fu ture research could  env isage adopting  a 

more ho lis t ic method , i.e . to  employ  a g reater number o f s ources , includ ing  

in terv iews , ethnograph ic s tud ies , and  s urveys  to  cap ture d ifferen t  pers ons ’ 

experiences  and  percep t ions . Stud ies  examin ing  the reg ional and  s ectarian  

d ifferences o f Is lamic iden tity would  also be helpfu l in  terms  of unders tand ing  

how relig ious  iden t ity  s t ructu res  may  vary  acros s  Pakis tan . More on  the 

implicat ions  o f emerg ing  t rends  as  well as  developments  in  con temporary  

s ociet ies , s uch  as  d ig ital media, on  relig ious  p ract ice may  als o  p rov ide more 

detailed in format ion  on  the nature o f I s lamic iden t ity  fo rmat ion . A  mixture o f 

methods i.e ., document analysis p lus qualitative and quantitative data co llect ion  

methods , cou ld  y ield  a more complete and  rigorous  unders tand ing  of Is lamic 

iden t ity  fo rmat ion  in  Pakis tan .  


